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Editorial
In the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony, during
the Greek Orthodox wedding ceremony, the
couple is crowned with the traditional stefana
while the priest sings, "O Lord, our God,
crown them with glory and honor." The histo-

ry of Greek American wedding practice and
marriage goes hand-in-hand with Greek Orthodox tradition, which was embraced by a
group of people struggling to preserve the
memory of their heritage and culture in a foreign land. But if the Greek American wedding is a reflection of history, weddings, in
and of themselves, make for an enormous in-

dustry in the United States. In our special
"Greek Weddings" issue, which the National
Herald is publishing for the fifth consecutive
year, we highlight the history and religious
tradition of Greek American weddings and
offer some suggestions regarding fashion
trends, wedding gifts and honeymoon destinations for the bride and groom.
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Marriage in the Greek Orthodox Tradition
By Rev. Prof. Demetrios I.
Constantelos, Ph.D.
Whether in Greek antiquity,
Christian Byzantium or the postByzantine era, marriage has been
perceived as hieros (reverent), and
ultimately marriage was assimilated to the liturgy of ancient
Greek mystery and Christian
sacrament. The association of marriage with religion was close in
both non-Christian and Christian
Greek societies.
In the history of the Greek Orthodox people of the Byzantine era
(330-1453), neither civil nor canon
law provided a definition of what
constitutes an oikogeneia, a family.
Dispersed but sufficient evidence,
however, indicates that, by family,
they meant both space and content: an oikos, a house occupied by
people, and a genos, a people who
had established a kinship and relationship through marriage. Family as a household served as the basis and the most important nuclear
element of Byzantine and postByzantine Greek Orthodox society.
The creation of a family presupposed marriage. Jurist and canonist Constantine Armenopoulos defined marriage in the fourteenth
century as "a synapheia (union) and
synklerosis (community) of a man
and a woman for life, a union by divine will and human right."
For nearly seven centuries, marriage in the Byzantine era followed
the prescriptions of Roman law.
From as early as 370 C.E. and especially after 505, marriage was
perceived as a contract. An official
declaration of a man and a woman
before the government’s ekdikos
(judge) was the only requirement
for a couple to be proclaimed officially married. Justinian’s legislation in the sixth century indicates
that the office of ekdikos was open
to both clergymen and laymen
alike.
Hierologia, as a church service
for marriage, had been practiced
before, but it was in the tenth century that Emperor Leo VI legislated that hierologia was the only
option for a valid marriage.
However, the controversy between
a legalistic and a sacramental view
of marriage continued down to the

early fourteenth century when hierologia and the sacramental
nature of marriage was firmly established and became the only option for a valid marriage for the
Orthodox. This rule is valid to the
present day. As far as canon law is
concerned, no marriage performed
outside the Church is religiously
valid.
The ritualistic and sacramental
development of marriage in spirit
and in verbal form is closer to the
Greek rather than the Roman
custom and cultural tradition.
Christian Greeks and ancient
Greeks held a common cultural
and intellectual heritage. It should
not surprise us to see parallels between the two, or to see the Greek
Orthodox Church using theological terms, ritual usages, symbols,
and elements taken from the practices of their ancestors. Thus, as in
Greek antiquity, where the basic
reason for a marriage was religious
–that is, to perpetuate family worship honoring ancestors, sacrifices,
memorials, rituals, customs, and
family traditions- likewise, in
Christian Byzantium, marriage assumed a religious character and
was proclaimed one of the

mysteries of the Church.
Marriage as hieros gamos and
mystery has roots in remote Greek
antiquity. First, in Greek mythology the marriage between divinities,
such as Zeus with Hera, was called
hieros gamos (sacred marriage). As
Greek religious thought evolved, a
marriage of a god or goddess with a
human person was also called hieros gamos. Such was the marriage
of Dionysos with the basilina of the
chief archon of Athens during the
Anthesteria festival, and the marriage of Demetra with Iasion.
Those marriages became the pattern for a marriage between man
and woman.
Later, for Plato and pre-Christian mystery cults, marriage was also sacred –hieros gamos. Speaking
about marriage, sexual indulgence,
and paternity, Plato insists that human beings should honor their hieros gamos, and they should have
sexual relations only with their
wedded spouse. He writes that the
state needs to enact laws that
would check on "free love" and
lusts in order to prevent human beings from becoming less than human. "Surely our citizens should at
least be better than … animals."

Sexual indulgence must be attended by a sense of shame because
"this feeling will make indulgence
infrequent, and the infrequency of
the indulgence will moderate the
tyranny of the appetite." Fear of
God, desire for honorable distinction, and "the development of the
passion for a beauty which is spiritual, not physical, would prevent a
citizen from touching any but his
own wedded wife." Marriage for
Plato is hieros gamos because God
sanctioned it.
As in other aspects of religious
and social life of ancient Hellenism
that were never static but always
subject to a constant becoming, the
sacredness of marriage as hieros
gamos evolved to the extent that it
became "a communion in worship."
The idea of the hieros gamos
(holy marriage) that we find in the
history of non-Christian Hellenism
prevailed in the history and practice of non-Christian Hellenism.
During the Byzantine era, the rite
of marriage was elevated into one
of the "Mysteries" or Sacraments of
the Church. The Byzantine Empire
was raised on the ruins of Alexander’s Empire, its Hellenic and Hellenistic culture, language, and peo-

ple. Thus, both the forms and spirit
of ancient traditions, including
mysteries, were preserved, transformed, given new symbolism and
new meaning. In both non-Christian and Christian Hellenic worlds,
marriage evolved into a "communion in worship."
According to the marriage service of the Greek Orthodox
Church, it is God who performs
the "mystical and holy-undefiled
marriage" (o tou mystikou kai
achrantou gamou hierourgos); the
wedded couple achieves a communion in marriage (gamou
koinonian); marriage is a "great
mystery" (mega mysterion). St.
Paul’s emphasis that the spiritual
union of Christ with the Church is
"a great mystery" serves as the prototype of a marriage between man
and woman. Their union into "one
flesh" is also a "great mystery." But
the same terminology was used to
describe the mystery festival and
the marriage festival of the
Eleusinian mysteries. In his
refutation of heresies, the third
century bishop Hippolytos of
Rome ridiculed, "to mega …
Eleusinion mysterion" and "to mega
… Samothrakon mysterion."

Furthermore, as in Greek antiquity, when marriage was assimilated to the liturgy of the
mysteries, such as the Dionysiac
and the Pythagorean, likewise,
perhaps after the tenth century, a
Christian marriage was solemnized during the Eucharistic
mystery. On the basis of this evidence, "the association of marriage with religion was as closed in
civilized Greece as it is or has been
in Christendom." It is in the light
of this Greek and Christian background that we should try to understand marriage as a sacred
event, and married life as holy in
Greek Orthodox Society, whether
in the Byzantine era or in modern
Greek Orthodox communities.
There is more continuity in Greek
religious culture than discontinuity. Tradition preserves the memory of ancestral experience lived by
ancestors and handed down to
their descendants.
The above article is an excerpt
from Father Constantelos’ new
book "Christian Faith and
Cultural Heritage" (Somerset
Press 2005), reprinted by permission from the author.
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The

Picture
Bride Era
The plight of these women,
as unwilling or largely unhappy
brides, has overshadowed
a more complex and
disturbing reality
of Greek migration

PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE FILES OF THE GREEK MUSEUM, THE CENTER FOR GREEK AMERICAN HERITAGE (THEGREEKMUSEUM@AOL.COM)

Angelos Poll (formerly Papadopoulos) and Catherine Makris married in l9l9. They are pictured center, surrounded by their family and friends
outside the old Holy Trinity Cathedral located at that time on 72 Street near Lexington Aenue in New York City.

By Steve Frangos
Special to The National Herald

The immigration of some half
million Greeks to North America
between 1880 and 1920 happened
in distinct stages. Among the last to
arrive were the Picture Brides of
the 1920’s and 1930’s. With an unexpected degree of renewed romance and considerable misunderstanding, the plight of these
women, as unwilling or largely unhappy brides, has overshadowed a
more complex and disturbing reality of Greek migration.
The hard statistics are as follows: of all the Greeks who immi-

grated to the United States between 1880 and 1920, fully half
repatriated to Greece. Of those
Greeks who remained in this country, demographically, only half got
married. No reliable figures exist
for how many of those who married
actually had children. Whatever the
actual number, the descendants of
the massive wave of Greeks ultimately consisted of only one
quarter of those who arrived.
Curiously, many accounts of
why Greek men sought immigration maintain that it was to pay
for dowries. As we will see, this goal
proved so successful for so many
Greek immigrants of that era it

caused considerable problems back
in Greece.
Other folkloric images concerning marriage were to follow these
young Greeks to North America.

WEDDED TO DEATH
The initial sojourn to America
by this massive wave of Greek men
was supposed to be a temporary
voyage for many of them. At times,
this did not prove to be the case.
Working in mines, as smelters, on
railroad gangs and in factories,
many of them were killed in industrial accidents. In accordance
with centuries-old folk customs of
rural Greece, many of these men

were buried by their compatriots as
if they were bridegrooms. The deceased was dressed in the best suit
available, a wedding crown on his
head, a ring on his right hand, and a
sprig of basil in his lapel. Not infrequently, even a small amulet of
Greek soil was hung around the
bridegroom’s neck. Since having
failed (however unwittingly) to fulfill their societal roles as men, those
who died unmarried were said to be
"wedded to death."
In George Drosinis’ (1859-1951)
poem, "The Soil of Greece," we
hear something of the symbolism of
these amulets of earth:
I will hang you as an amulet on my

breast,
And when my heart wears you as an
amulet she will take courage,
Be helped by you,
And will not be bewitched by other
foreign beauties.
Your grace will give me strength.
Wherever I turn, wherever I stand,
You will kindle in me only one desire:
to return to Greece.
As the young Greeks decided,
one by one, that they must marry,
the era of the Picture Brides came
into being.

CORRESPONDING
IMAGES
With nearly half a million
Greeks arriving in North America
in just a 40-year period, the
exchange of letters, telegrams,
packages, money orders and other
objects was considerable. The
exchange of letters between various
family members soon proved a forum in which prospective brides
and grooms could "meet." In this
correspondence,
photographs
would often "just happen" to be included of, say, a young Greek
standing in front of his candy store,
or the portrait of a Greek maiden
from a rural mountain village.
Any number of complex events

could, and did, take place once a
couple (or the extended families of
both individuals) agreed to the
marriage. At times, legal dowry
contracts, called ta prikia, were
drawn up. This is quite distinct
from a bride’s trousseau. The formalities involved in such traditional
arrangements often created a very
complicated international series of
events. Very often, brothers of the
young woman, working as immigrants in places like Spokane,
Washington would send a sizable
amount of money to relatives in
their home village to help fulfill
their part of the marriage contract.
This money would then be sent to
the groom’s relatives in, say, Alton,
Illinois who were acting on his behalf in these exchanges. Once all
parties were satisfied the money
was sent to the groom in, say, Saginaw, Michigan, then the bride
would be sent by her family on a
boat headed towards her awaiting
husband to-be.
Lest anyone think that this
exchange was simply a matter of
"buying a wife," the prospective
groom was very often required to
produce an array of documents for
the bride’s family. Elaborate legal
documents drawn up by officials at

Angelino’s
1 Jericho Turn Pike, Westbury, NY 11590
(516) 997-7333, Fax: (516) 997-7493

Plan your special event at Angelino’s private catering room.
We specialize in weddings, showers, communions,
christenings, rehearsal dinners, birthdays,
anniversaries and corporate events.
Off-premise catering is available as well.
Our warm and friendly staff invites you
to join us for an exceptional catering experience.....

www.angelinosrestaurant.com
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to be.
Commonly referred to as the
"Picture Bride Song," this tune became so popular, it was eventually
recorded in Athens as a 78rpm
record with the title, "Mana, Mi Me
Stelneis Stin Ameriki (Mother,
Please Don’t Send Me to America)." The lyrics to this famous song
are as follows:
Mama, don’t send me to America,
I’ll wither and die there.
I don’t want dollars – how can I say
it?
Only bread, onions, and the one I
love.
I love someone in the village, Mama,
A handsome youth, an only son.
He’s kissed me in the ravines,
And embraced me under the olive
trees.

physically embodied Greek America, they also actively helped finance
the very establishment of a Greek
community in North America, for
the most senior generation of all
Greek Americans living today easily recall the presence of these bachelors.
Alternately, there was an entire
generation of women in Greece, especially in the Peloponnese, who
never married because of the massive Greek immigration to North
America. Aside from the missing
men, another totally unintended
difficulty arose. With brothers in
North America willing to provide a
handsome dowry, finding a suitable

groom in the village became increasingly problematic.
Arranged marriages have not always been successful. Aphrodite
Clamar has written of Greek widows here in the United States,
known as kakomires, in the community from a perspective not
usually examined. Many of the immigrant widows Clamar came to
know were, in a sense, relieved or
released from what we might call a
failed marriage today. The women
Clamar spoke to had oftentimes
taken over their husband’s businesses, which they subsequently ran
Continued on Page 8

Yiorgo, my love, I’m leaving you,
And I’m going far away.
They’re marrying me off into the
ksenitia (unknown place).
They take me like a lamb to be
slaughtered,
And there, in my grief, they will bury
me.
And this was not the only such
song. Sometime after World War
II, the Liberty Record Company of
New York City released "Den to
Thelo ton AHEPA." A best-selling
nostalgic song, this record featured
a young woman begging her mother not to arrange a marriage for her
with a visiting Ahepan. Here, the
reference is to the various trips
during which the unmarried members of AHEPA went as a charter
group aboard ships to Greece in
the 1930’s looking for brides.

THE FORGOTTEN
OTHERS

PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE FILES OF THE GREEK MUSEUM, THE CENTER FOR GREEK AMERICAN HERITAGE (TheGreekMuseum@aol.com)

Nicholas D. Boulukos, of Long Island, NY wedded Haido Varvouletos of Lynn, MA on Halloween, October
3l, l927. The wedding took place in Lynn, Ma.
Greek Consular offices in San
Francisco, New Orleans, Chicago
or New York City were more frequently required than is discussed
today. The bride’s family commonly requested testimonies from local
parish priests concerning an individual’s character, and bank documents showing total net worth
and/or clear title on property.

Yet even after all these careful
negotiations, the village women
were especially fearful of the long
voyage to an unknown land and
marrying a man many of these
young women had often never even
met.

DANGEROUS PASSAGE
Sometime during the late 1920’s

and early 1930’s, a folksong was
composed describing the sense of
dread experienced by these young
maidens. Many stories were whispered by the village fountain,
where the young women gathered
every day; grim accounts of women
left at the pier or train station because they were not as beautiful as
their photographs made them out

It is with the presence of brides
in the Greek colonies of North
America that many scholars mark
the real beginning and establishment of Greek America. While this
claim is true up to a point, it obscures other individuals who quite
literally included a larger demographic group than those who married. In Greek American slang, the
bekares (said to be the Turkish
word for bachelors) or Greek immigrants who never married still
constituted demographically half of
all Greek males from the 1880 to
1920 era. The sociological importance of these men can not be
stressed enough. They not only

From the files of The Greek Museum, the Center for Greek American Heritage (TheGreekMuseum@aol.com)

Mary Stratos wedded George Alchas at the Holy Trinity Cathedral in
New York City in l949.

For more information call today:

Tel: (516) 742-7300
Fax: (516) 742-7346
3000 Jericho Turnpike
Garden City Park, NY 11040
www.jonathans-rest.com

A Setting for All Occasions ...
INTIMATE

AND

ELEGANT AFFAIRS

BRIDAL SHOWERS

●

●

REHEARSAL DINNERS

A LL S P E C I A L O C C A S I O N S

Enjoy the warmth and charm of our newly decorated
rooms - the perfect setting for your next event.
Open 7 Days for Lunch or Dinner
Off-Premise Catering & Gift Certificates Available
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There can be no engagement or wedding without jewelry. Make
an original and traditional Greek gift to your special someone, with
these marvelous reproductions of ancient jewels and artifacts from
the collection of the Benaki Museum, in Athens.
For her:
Earrings from 17th-18th century AD.
Sterling silver.
Price: $137.50
Product ID# 133

WEDDING

Add a sparkle to your lip by
slicking on Eleni New York
Cosmetics’
signature
lipplumping lip-gloss. Super
moist; rich color choices from
"mist" to "tempest."

The Club is an elegant, intimate space, perfect for your wedding’s
cocktail hour. At the Metropolitan in Glen Cove; offering a sophisticated touch of Manhattan in Long Island. Fine restaurant cuisine.

Price: $12
www.eleniny.com
Tel: (718) 316-0667

For him:
Cufflinks from 1st Century BC.
Sterling silver.
Price: $172.00
Product ID# 343

www.metropolitancaters.com
(516) 671-4444,
ask for the Banquet Manager
It’s not just brides that need to
stay fresh fro the big day. This
men’s moisturizer is full of vitamin
C to restore natural moisture loss
and minimize signs of aging. Eliminates fine lines. Softens your
beard.

The Hellenic Museums Shop
Olympic Tower Atrium, 645 Fifth Avenue
(Bet. 51st and 52nd streets) in Manhattan
Tel: 212. 759. 9271
info@hellenicmuseumsshop.com

Price: $15.00
www.eleniny.com
Tel: (718)316-0667

Design your "dowry" with traditional Greek embroidery reproduced from originals in the Benaki Museum, in Athens.

Stylish wedding candles-lambades decorated with high-quality
white wedding satin, floral accessories and a tulle underlay.

Three linen guest-towels hand embroidered in Northern Epirus.
Price: $39.00 each.
Product ID# 373

Price: $150.00
for the set
Anastasia’s Gift
Shop
194-15 Northern
Blvd.
Flushing, NY
11358
Telephone:
(718) 357-9111

The Hellenic Museums Shop
Olympic Tower Atrium,
645 Fifth Avenue
(Bet. 51st and 52nd streets)
in Manhattan
Tel: 212. 759. 9271
info@hellenicmuseumsshop.com

Walk down the aisle in
style with this silk taffeta
strapless gown with tulle. By
French designer Max Chaoul.
Maria Romia Bride Couture
(215) 564-1011

Email:
sales@Anastasiasgiftshop.com
www.Anastasiasgiftshop.com

Add a final touch to your
wedding look with this dualended lipstick and color match
liner; one on each side of the
same stick. By Eleni New York
Cosmetics. Colors range from
classy to exotic.
Price: $15
www.eleniny.com
Tel: (718) 316-0667

Stay clean and fresh on
your wedding day with this
lightweight,
non-greasy
moisturizer for oily or problem skin; with grape seed
extract, strong anti-oxidant,
and ginseng. Oil free.
Give yourself a fresh, flawless look on your biggest day
with this natural shaving gel by
Eleni New York Cosmetics; infused with aloe vera and grape
seed extract. Naturally lubricates the skin for a closer
shave; does not lather.
Price: $15
www.eleniny.com
Tel: (718) 316-0667

This gorgeous Mori Lee
Beaded Duchess Satin gown
is an Empire V- notch strapless bodice with a slim A-line
skirt & Chapel length train.
Available in White, Pearl,
or Champagne; comes with
matching Organza shawl.

Price: $15
www.eleniny.com
Tel: (718) 316-0667

Price: $775
(includes alterations)
My Special Day
35-22B Junction Blvd.
Corona, NY 11368
(718) 205-7320

INTERNATIONAL TILE DESIGN CORP.
IMPORTERS / DISTRIBUTORS
Ceramic Tiles, Marble, Granites and Stones

ALLIANCE
MORTGAGE BANKING, CORP.
3601 Hempstead Tpk, Levittown, NY 11756

Mortgages are our Business

United States Ceramics, Custom Building Products

Tel: (718) 728-3100
Fax: (718) 728-2648
Special prices for contractors

© îï ôö

Use our experience to your advantage!

INTERNATIONAL TILE DESIGN CORP.
30-50 21st Street, Astoria, NY 11102

5.625% 0% points
5.76% APR

5.250%
0% points
5.321% APR

($5.76 cost per thousand)

($8.04 cost per thousand)

($1.85 cost per thousand)

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
SAMPLES AND PRICES
CALL AND ASK FOR EVDOKIA (KIA) OR MIKE

Rates quoted are based upon a $185,000 loan amount, 1- 4 family owner occupied properties with a 20% downpayment.
Lower down payments are available with higher Apr’s. All Rates based on a 30
day rate lock period subject to credit approval and may change without notice.
© îï ôö

Marble, Granites, Quarry
and all the tools and supplies
you will need to install them

15 Years Fixed

Fixed Payment
Arm
1.00%
0% points
4.88% APR

REPRESENTATIVES:
Tiles for commercial spaces
and for your homes
Imported from Italy and Spain

30 Years Fixed

For more information please call
PETER ª∞R∫√U

(516) 520-4100

LICENSED MORTGAGE BANKER
NYS Banking Department, NJ Department of Banking & Finance
CT Department of Banking, FL Department of Banking & Finance
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IDEAS
Spend your first wedding night in luxury, comfort and elegance
with the historic Garden City Hotel’s "Wedding Pleasures" package.
An unforgettable night at the hotel’s large penthouse suite with fireplace; private outdoor terrace; chilled champagne and strawberries,
rose petal presentation and more, upon arrival. Package is complimentary for couples holding their reception at the hotel.
Deluxe Accommodations: $550.00
Suite: $899.00
Penthouse Suite: $1,699
The Garden City Hotel
45 Seventh Street ñ Garden City, New York 11530
Tel: (877) 549-0400

Hold your wedding reception
at one of Manhattan’s finest, upscale Greek restaurants. At Thalassa Restaurant you will enjoy
chef Gregory Zapantis’ Greek
magic in an elegant setting. Accommodates up to 200 people.
Prices range from $100 to $250
per person.
Thalassa Restaurant
179 Franklin Street in Tribeca,
NYC
(212) 941-7661
Wedding menu recommended
by Thalassa Restaurant’s executive chef Gregory Zapantis.
1st Course
Raw Bar with East & West Coast
Oysters Clams and Taylor Bay
Scallops
2nd Course
Baby Dandelion Greens with
Sheep’s Milk Cheese
3rd Course

Scallops Wrapped in Kataifi with
Kalamata Balsamic Sauce
Main Course
Feta Cheese Crusted Halibut
Cheeks in a White Wine Sauce
Or
Fire Roasted Australian Lamb
Chops with Lemon Potatoes and
Steamed Broccoli Rabe
5th Course
Mavrodaphne Poached Pears
Stuffed with Manouri Cheese

Save your most precious
wedding moment with finesse
and elegance. Fine-quality
crown
cases-stefanothikes
made from wood and accented
with a lovely border. Adorned
inside with white bridal satin
and a 3-D hand-painted silver
icon.
Product Number: ST-100 Contemporary Taupe
Size: 12x12 inches
Price: $119.95
Anastasia’s Gift Shop
194-15 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11358
Telephone: (718)357-9111
Email:
sales@Anastasiasgiftshop.com
www.Anastasiasgiftshop.com

This lovely wedding set will
add a touch of elegance to your
wedding ceremony. Includes
silver-toned tray, two 18-inch
decorated candles for your
koumbaroi and a pair of stefana-crowns.
Price: $75.00 plus cost
of stefana
Anastasia’s Gift Shop
194-15 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11358
Telephone: (718)357-9111
Email: sales@Anastasiasgiftshop.com
www.Anastasiasgiftshop.com

Elegant Greek Wedding Crowns-Stefana, made with
leather flowers and accents.
Product number: Stefana CP-411
Price: $72.00
Anastasia’s Gift Shop
194-15 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11358
Telephone: (718)357-9111
Email: sales@Anastasiasgiftshop.com
www.Anastasiasgiftshop.com

Advertise in The National Herald

(718) 784-5255 ext 101

34-51 Francis Lewis Blvd. Bayside

Tel: 718.961.2299 ñ Fax: 718.961.2088
www.portara.com

ñ Weddings ñ Christenings ñ Sweet 16’ss
ñ Showers ñ Home Accents & Gifts
Fine Gifts, Unique Creations for all Occasions

We customize your order to your style and imagination

One Life, One Love, One Dream

One Unforgettable
Celebration!

Wide selection of unique items

Elegant banquets
accommodating 50 -300

1377 Route 23 South Wayne, NJ 07470

973 - 633 - 5111
www.grandchalet.com
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"The Perfect Blend of Sophisticated
Atmosphere and Superb Cuisine"
ñ Weddings, Showers
ñ Anniversaries
ñ Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
ñ Retirement
ñ Social Gatherings

to great financial success, and enjoyed a way of life they might never have
experienced in Greece.

CHANGING IMAGES
The photographic images of Greek American brides have significantly
altered since the 1920’s and 1930’s. The image of the bride as a lone figure,
while still a part of the overall photographic collection of wedding images
is no longer the sole focal point of the event. Photographs come very often
to embody visually long standing and deeply felt social relationships. With
Greek American photographs of the 1920’s and 1930’s, the family was
fragmented, with some in Greece and some in North America. The role of

ñ Corporate

Meetings/Seminars
ñ Sweet Sixteens

Let Us Make
Your Day
Perfect!
ñ Newly renovated!
ñ Outdoor patio!
ñ Gazebo with a lake view!
410 Highway 36 South
Hazlet, New Jersey 07730

Phone - 732.739.2700 ñ Fax - 732.739.4607
15 minutes from the Outerbridge Crossing
www.lakesidemanor.net
E-mail - TheLakesideManor@aol.com

www.thenationalherald.com
Fulfill all your dreams of a beautiful wedding on your Special Day

TOWERS ON THE GREEN
Where dreams come true

the Koumbaros came to special prominence in this early period, and the
number of available photographs from this era attests to that new standing.
Composite photographs, in which a studio photographer joins different
negatives to create a gathering of persons, were also a favored image from
the early era of immigration. In these photographs, the family scattered
between Greece and North America could be found visually in one place.
But as families changed in Greek America, so too have the photographs. The children of the 1880-1920 era demographically came of age
predominately after World War II. The wedding photographs of that generation show not just military uniforms, but also large gatherings of
friends.

Where your special day is embraced by a professional staff
with enthusiasm and sincerity
Whether you are planning an intimate ceremony, a reception
or a rehearsal dinner, our expert catering and culinary team are waiting
to assist you in all aspects of your special day

Enjoy a magnificent view of Towers Country Club Golf Course
Overlooking the luxurious North Shore Towers Golf
Course, staddling the Queens/Nassau border, Towers on the
Green offers a lush country club setting for your wedding or
special occassion.
A fireplace gives the room a special coziness, but the
spacious area can hold up to 350 guests seated comfortably
around oval tables covered with your choice of tablecloths
and matching napkins.

A single catering room means your affair is the only one, and as
the room is mostly glass-enclosed, every guest enjoys an unobstructed view of the fabulous green.
Masterful chefs create culinary masterpieces which will delight
your guests and their expertise can accomodate request for any
style ethnic cuisine.
Experienced party planners help you every step of the way including custom designing your affair from varied service plans
through developing individualized menus.

© îï ôö

Weddings, Bridal Showers, Baby Showers, Anniversaries, Christenings
Formal Dinners, Business Meetings, Organization Functions
We can accommodate parties from 100-350 people

Towers on the Green
272-48 Grand Central Pkwy, Floral Park, NY 11005 ñ (516) 775-7710
www.towersonthegreen.com

It is also an indisputable demographic fact that "mixed," or interfaith,
marriages outnumber all others which take place in the Greek Orthodox
Church today. Unexpectedly, many of the non-Greek spouses are entranced by the marriage ritual and physical interior of the church. This has
prompted a renewed priority given to photographs taken not simply inside
the church, but also specifically those in front of the iconostasis. Aside
from the beauty this setting inherently commands, the couple’s announcement of a new common faith is also recorded in this formal image.
The Greeks of North America have traveled far, not only in terms of
distance from their home villages in Greece, but also across different

GREEK WEDDINGS 2005 9

THE NATIONAL HERALD, MARCH 12, 2005

Fifth Avenue Skin Care
Center Offers State-of-theArt Service to its Clients

ATTENTION ALL BUSINESS OWNERS & HOMEOWNERS.....
HOW WELL DOES YOUR BANKER KNOW YOU?

"Beautiful young people are acts of nature. Beautiful
mature people are works of art."
With so many changes in the banking industry today, it’s hard to find a banker who knows
How many of us want beautiful skin and an improved appearance?
Located at 6 E. 78th Street (between Fifth and Madison Avenues) in
Manhattan, Fifth Avenue Skin Care Center is here to help.
Its services include skin-care treatment programs, skin maintenance
and rejuvenation programs; chemical peels; collagen, botox and restylane
injections; a full line of skin-care products approved by dermatologists and
plastic surgeons; follow-up procedures; and also permanent color for eyebrows, eyeliners and lips. And all of the above are conducted in a safe and
sterile medical environment.
With its upscale setting and custom-designed programs for skin care
(tailor-made for each individual’s special needs, Fifth Avenue Skin Care
Center offers the latest state-of-the art medical treatment programs for facial skin care, rejuvenation and maintenance within an elegant townhouse.
The Center’s goal is to allow you to have firmer, cleaner, tighter,
healthier skin with a radiant glow, allowing you to improve your appearance and gain a more youthful look.
Skin care and rejuvenation have been at the forefront of medical research over the past 15 years. It began with the wide use of Retin-A,
coupled with a new group of mild alpha-hydroxy acids (e.g., glycolic acid),
which are used to improve skin tone, texture and quality.
The Fifth Avenue Skin Care Center is a marriage between the arts of
Esthetic Surgery and Cosmetology. Unlike most plastic surgery procedures, skin peel and rejuvenation not only improve how the skin looks and
feels, but also helps prevent wrinkles, sagging skin, irregular pigmentation,
skin cancers and other age-related changes.
The Center’s staff is headed by its medical director, Dr. Richard J.
Coburn, a Board Certified Plastic Surgeon with 20 years experience in skin
and peeling treatment, and Regina Skarvelis, executive director, who has
been involved in all facets of skin care for the past ten years. The townhouse setting allows maximum comfort from the initial consultation
through the treatment program, and onto maintenance.
THE SECRET: PROPER CARE
Aging is a process we must all undergo, but the secret to having healthier, younger-looking skin is really nothing more than proper care and maintenance.
The patient’s complimentary consultation begins with Ms. Skarvelis.
The various types of treatment programs are discussed and explained, and
a specific individualized program is then designed for your skin needs and
skin type.
Dr. Coburn will then see you for a complete and comprehensive evaluation of your skin. Any questions you might have will be answered and a
specific, individualized skin care and maintenance program would be outlined and explained in detail. Your skin-care needs will be addressed, and
the program will allow you to have cleaner, healthier, firmer youngerlooking skin to be proudly admired by you and others.

you and who you can reach. At Sterling National Bank, your business is important to us. We
take the time to understand your business and to structure a financing strategy to meet your
individual needs. Our unique products are designed to serve the needs of small and mid-sized
business owners.
Our relationship managers are always available to you, and we have a designated team who
understand the Greek community and your language! With their individual areas of expertise,
Mark Stroubos, Peter Douros, Tom Economou and George Moraitis can serve as your integrated
financial resourse--offering a robust package of business banking services... backed by the
financial strength of a world-class financial institution...and delivered with personal touch and
professionalism that are only too rare these days.

For the personalized service you deserve,
speak to our experienced team:

Peter A. Douros
Vice President
Business Network Group
(212) 490-9838
Mark Stroubos
Vice President & Branch Manager
Long Island City Branch
(718) 383-6073

George Moraitis
Vice President & Branch Manager
Great Neck Branch
(516) 466-4554
Tom G. Economou
Senior Vice President
Commercial Real Estate
(212) 575-2470

Serving businesses for 75 years

FDIC
NYSE: STL

Branch locations in Manhattan, Long Island City, Forest Hills, Briarwood, Great Neck & Yonkers
www.sterlingbancorp.com

www.thenationalherald.com

Daily care and maintenance of the skin is one of the Center’s primary
goals. It includes both prevention of unwanted age changes and improvement or correction of existing problems.
Following your consultation and evaluation, a customized treatment
program, including a package of skin care and correcting products will be
designed for your particular needs. Preparation for either preventing, decreasing or eliminating unwanted wrinkles are available.
The Center’s specifically formulated skin care products help slow down
the aging process and maintain healthier, firmer and a younger-looking
skin. Individual programs treat the following age-related signs: sagging
skin, decreased elasticity, wrinkles, diminished skin tone and loss of luster,
among other skin problems.
Specialized products will be included with your individual treatment
program to achieve an even better end-result.
"We have a great following. I have clients from all over the world; from
throughout Europe and the United States. Many of them are professional
people, and we are expanding. Our products are sold by the pharmaceutical companies exclusively to dermatologists and plastic surgeons, and only
physicians can distribute them," Ms. Skarvelis said.
Restoring damaged skin to a cleaner, healthier and more youthful look
is also the focus of Fifth Avenue Skin Care Center, she pointed out.
"We run a very state-of-the-art business, and our location is in a very exclusive setting. We start with correcting damaged, weathered and wrinkled
skin and end with helping you maintain new skin with a glowing appearance for years to come. This is a commitment to which we are dedicated,
and which no other skin center focuses on to the extent and depth that we
do," Ms. Skarvelis said.
"An important phase of the program consists of the patient undergoing
a safe, non-surgical procedure called a chemical peel. This procedure is
done within our Center, and is usually performed without sedation, because rarely does the patient experience pain or distress during the peeling
procedure," she added.
The peels are designed and formulated to freshen the skin, improve
fine aging lines, decrease or eliminate wrinkles and crow’s feet, and to give
the skin a firmer, healthier and younger look.
"Glycolic Acid, found in sugar cane and in various fruits (hence its nickname, ‘fruit acid’), is especially interesting since it can be used as a major
peel, and in weaker formulations for home maintenance. It acts by loosening the thick outer skin layers, producing a sluffing of dead cells and leaving a smooth, refreshed, and glowing texture," Ms. Skarvelis said.
An expert in skin-care preparation who has directed numerous skin
care programs with major cosmetic houses, Ms. Skarvelis first came to
New York from Pittsburgh in 1972. She worked as a Representative/Manager for Estee Lauder, and also for Marcella Borghese. She introduced
natural products and skin care in Greece. She has taught on product
knowledge, care and maintaining healthy skin. And she has also lectured
on the importance of maintaining and preserving healthy skin.
Fifth Avenue Skin Care Center has been in operation since 1989, when
it was started by Dr. Coburn and Ms. Skarvelis. Ms. Skarvelis purchased
the business from Dr. Coburn in 1997.
Dr. Coburn, received his M.D. from the McGill University Faculty of
Medicine in Montreal; did his Surgical Internship at New York Hospital,
his surgical residency at Boston City Hospital Fifth (Harvard), and his
plastic surgery residency at New York University Medical Center; is a
member of the American Board of General Surgery and American Board
of Plastic Surgery; and is a Fellow at the American College of Surgeons.
He is affiliated with Beth Israel North Medical Center.

...addressing the issues of paramount interest
to the Greek American community of the United States of America

A Banquet, Entertainment, Conference and Special Events Center
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11215

Tel.: (718) 788-0777 ñ Fax: (718) 788-0404
See our Website: www.grandprospect.com
E-mail: Info@grandprospecthall.com
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By Zoe Tsine
Special to The National Herald

What better way to enter the fashion
industry than through one of its most profitable branches: weddings?
"The wedding industry is much more
personal than anything else in the fashion
business," said Erasmia Malahias, a former lingerie seller and criminal justice
major, who partnered up with her niece
Irene Athineos in January to open up a
wedding gown store in Corona. "My Special Day" now sells Mori Lee, Mon Cheri,
Velesca and other high-quality makers of
wedding and bridesmaid gowns and other
special-occasion dresses at moderate
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prices.
"When selling wedding gowns, you’re
not dealing with the average customer, but
with a customer who comes in to buy ‘the’
dress of her lifetime," Mrs. Malahias said.
"Picking your wedding gown is a way of expressing your love for your husband and
all the people who will be there for you,"
added Mrs. Athineos, a trained educational counselor with considerable experience
in bridal retail.
The two Greek American women said
they already have a steady following of
prospective Hispanic, Italian, Irish, Asian
and, of course, Greek brides, mainly from
their area.
"A wedding is unlike any other occa-

sion. Brides want to be themselves on
their wedding day, to the utmost degree,"
agreed Eleni Arapi, a Sephora make-up
artist and owner of Eleni New York Cosmetics, in an interview with The National
Herald at her home in Bayside. After
years of working extensively as a make-up
artist for big names, Mrs. Arapi decided to
open up her own line of cosmetics last
summer. Now she markets top-of-the-line,
hip and affordable skincare and makeup
products, mostly through the Internet at
her company’s website, www.eleniny.com.
Mrs. Arapi said she is already enjoying
a steady underground following and relies
primarily on weddings and engagement
parties to broaden her clientele. She said
she has just finished one fashion show and
is currently in the process of planning a
bridal show in Astoria. "Fashion shows are
crazy; and for what? Just seven minutes, if
you think about it," Mrs. Arapi said.
But if you really think about it, and despite their busy schedules, Mrs. Arapi and
the owners of My Special Day have done
the smart thing by turning to weddings to
find their professional niche.
According to the Association for Wedding Professionals, an international organization representing wedding planners and
wedding service providers, more than
2,144,000 weddings took place in the
United States from June 2003 to June 2004,
with couples and their families spending
approximately $80 billion, and that does
not include honeymoon expenses. This gigantic enterprise has room for anyone,
from beauty suppliers and florists to photographers and wedding consultants, many of
whom operate on a small, local level.
"You often get people who come in the
store because they saw a gown at your window from around the corner. The walk-ins
are the best part," Mrs. Malahias said.
"I know how the customers feel when0.08 Tw[(Accordingi h.he.and-0.cause t thc-0.0471 shion show8ent)Tjw(added Men gg*0.04sidd05 Tw "w(afa and e

The Face and
Body Shop
40-21 23rd Avenue, Astoria

(718) 204-9390
Fax: (718) 267-8480 ñ E-mail: Faceandbodyshop@aol.com

The pe
rfe
treatme ct
nt
for th
Special e
Bride

Discover what makes the Face and Body Shop the most unique
day spa in the area. With over 20 years of experience
to advise and guide you with all your beauty needs
Evie Tsikkos, Cidesco Diplomate/Owner

ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ

Facial Treatments
Permanent Make-Up
Electrolysis
Body Toning
Endermologie

Laser hair
removal

ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ

NEW

Microdermabrasion
Red Veins
Waxing
Body Wraps
Massage

STONE
FACIALS

Gift Certificates
Available!

Bridal parties and other special occasions welcome
All prices include tax. All consultations free of charge. Service charges not included
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U FOREVER INC.
BRIDAL COLLECTION CERTIFIED G.I.A. I.G.I
DIAMONDS ARE FOR

QUEENSBORO HARDWOOD FLOORS

Please Call for Appointment
Emanuel Bouretis - Thank You
Honesty - Respect - Trust
516-606-8118 ñ Fax: 516-409-4169

28 HERBERT STREET
GREENPOINT, NY 11222
CORNER OF HERBERT & HUMBOLT STREET
100 YARDS FROM B.Q. EXPWAY
TEL: 718-349-0924
FAX: 718-349-2062

E-Mdiamondsareforever36@yahoo.com
www.diamondsareforuforever.com

WWW.QUEENSBOROFLOORING.COM

How to Buy Diamonds:
A. Choose Shape: Round, Princess
B. Choose Size: .50 tcw, 1.00 tcw, 1.50 tcw
More Different Shapes & Sizes
C. Choose Color: D, E, F, G, H, I
D. Choose Clarity: IF, VVS2, VS1, VS2, SI1
E. Choose Price: We will help you to
buy the best PLUS 10% OFF the cost

FLOORS * FLOORS * FLOORS * FLOORS * FLOORS * FLOORS

LARGE SELECTION OF:
Pre-finished and Unfinished
wood floors

We thank you for choosing us

(BRUCE, HARTCO, PERGO,
ROOBINS...)

Gifts
for All Occasions

POWER STATION ENTERTAINMENT, INC.
Power Station Orchestra, New York’s most exciting and elegant Greek-American Band, will keep you dancing all night long. From the appearance of the entire band, to the
music performed, they are a package complete with elegance, style, extraordinary sound and
contagious excitement.

❏

Power Station Entertainment, Inc. has been transforming special occasions into true celebrations for
audiences for decades. We offer you the finest musicians and vocalists, that perform under the direction of an experienced band leader, ensuring that your party will be a huge success.

❏
❏
❏

Our performers possess a wide range of vocal and musical styles, satisfying the varied
musical tastes of all your guests and family. We perform the music that you want to
dance to and we do it at a volume level that is acceptable to all.

SELECT LINE OF GREEK GIFTS

194-15 Northern Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11358
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Thank you for your interest in Power Station Entertainment, Inc.,
Christos Lambropoulos

Weddings & Special Occasions
Invitations & Favors
Stefana, Lambades, Martirika
Christening Outfits & Accessories

PERSONALIZED
BRIDAL ACCESSORIES
SHOWER RENTAL SUPPLIES

Our standard orchestra consists of a five piece band providing a bouzouki, keyboard,
drums, male and female vocalist. We can also add a violist, clarinet and disc jockey.
Adding new dimension to your party’s music sound.
We pride ourselves in promising and delivering the highest level of attentive
customer service. We guide and assist our events by understanding your event
requirements. We will be pleased to assist you in making your celebration a truly
memorable and joyous occasion.

The National Herald:
718-784-5255
www.thenationalherald.com

When you advertise
in The National Herald,
Greek Americans pay attention

Flooring Supplies & Plywood
(3M, DUNHAM, MINWAX,
DURA SEAL, HARCO)

Phone: (718) 357-9111
Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

WE SHIP EVERYWHERE

Tel.: 718-357-0404 ñ 718-478-1308

CLOSED ON SUNDAY

www.powerstationentertainment.com

∂-mail: anastasiasgs@aol.com ñ Website: www.Anastasiasgiftshop.com

RALIS INSURANCE AGENCY

“What comes from the heart...
Goes to the heart”

All Types of Insurance

Our touch of Experience & Elegance
will create distinctive floral arrangements
for your wedding or your special
dream event to remember

Personal Insurance

ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ

5 Beaver Street
New York, NY 10004

(212) 509-3977
Fax: (212) 509-9640
1(800) 626-8907
www.hearttoheartny.com
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We design packages
to suit your style & budget

Commercial Insurance

ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ
ñ

Auto
Motorcycle
Homeowners
Renters
Umbrella
Life

Buildings
Retail Stores
Restaurants
Wholesalers
Contractors
Offices

Call or Stop By
For a Free Quote

Anthony D. Ralis - Agent
32-17 Broadway
Astoria, New York 11106

Tel.: (718) 274-0700
Fax: (718) 274-7325

OLD ORCHARD MANOR
at the Old Orchard Country Club
210 East Meadow Ave, East Meadow, NY 11554
(516) 222-8400
www.labomboniere.com

Restaurant, Bar &

Sophisticated Elegant
Handcrafted European Creations
for the Special Moments In Your Life

Banquets
54 Monmouth Road (Route 71)

Eatontown, NJ 07724

Elegant designs and the latest styles made of the finest:
ñ Satin, tulle, organza, lace and ribbons in any color of your choice
ñ Hand made flowers out of porcelain, organza, and satin
ñ A big selection of baptistika and christening shoes

Specializing in Greek Ceremonies

Excellent Service ñ Best Prices ñ Highest Quality
Open: Tuesday & Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Thursday, Friday
& Saturday 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. or by appointment

Receptions, Weddings
Christenings, Conventions
all social events
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Favors for all occasions
Crowns & Crown Cases
Wedding & Baptism Candles
All other accesories for Weddings and Baptisms

(732) 542-7979

Greek Owner - George Vastardis
Personal attention, upscale style and class,
amazing view, incomparable food
and professional service for 30 to 250 guests
Directions:
Via Garden State Parkway Exit 105 to Route 36 East (approx. 3 miles)
to light at Route 71, left at light to Route 71 north. Country Club is 1/2 mile on left.

πÙ·ÏÈÎ‹ ∫Ô˘˙›Ó·
9249 East Main Street ñ Oceanport, NJ
732-544-8100

The National Herald: 718-784-5255 www.thenationalherald.com
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Honeymoon
Destinations
in Greece
Best-kept secrets, now gradually
ascending on the list of favorites
for both Greek
and non-Greek newlyweds

Hydra

Greece isn’t just Santorini.
There are a number of alternative
honeymoon destinations especially for couples looking to celebrate
the beginning of their new life together by combining peace and
isolation with modern accommodations in an authentically Greek
setting. We spoke with experienced Greek travel agents, who
made their own suggestions of
some of Greece’s best-kept secrets, now gradually ascending on
the list of favorites for both Greek
and non-Greek newlyweds.

MONEMVASSIA
This south-eastern Peloponnesian port, just 9 hours by ferry
from Athens, Monemvassia is one
of Greece’s best-hidden treasures.
This unique jewel of the Peloponnese in the area of Laconia, boasts
an old fortress-town, known as
"The Gibraltar of Greece." The
town is built on a rocky island, inside a 13th century Byzantine
castle, one of the few in the world
that still house a live, busting com-

munity. "It’s a fantastic place with
reasonable prices," says Debbie
Gregory, tour manager at Crown
Peters Travel in Astoria. In Monemvassia you will have to leave
some of your modern habits behind –no cars are allowed inside
the castle- albeit not all of them:
there are modern accommodations in many of the islet’s renovated mansions/hotels that range
from A class to tourist class.
However, don’t hesitate to rent a
car and tour Laconia’s golden
beaches sitting at the feet of steep
hills, as well as the spectacular
Diros caves, where you can take a
boat trip through a unique underground river past stalagmites and
stalactites. The word Monemvassia in Greek means "solitary
entrance," as the fortress-town can
only be entered through a stone
causeway. But its name also refers
to the peace with which you will
spend your time there.
Crown Peters is located at 3410 Broadway Astoria, NY 11106,
tel: (718)932-7800.

LIMNOS
This Northern Aegean island is
where, according to myth, the ancient Greek god Hephaestus landed after his mother Hera threw
him off Mt. Olympus in a moment
of anger. Today, of course you can
land on this beautiful green island
much more smoothly: by plane
from Athens, or by boat from the
port of Rafina near Athens. "Limnos is harder to sell to the average
American but this is really the
place to go if you want to enjoy an
affordable
and
authentically
Greek honeymoon," says Debbie
Gregory, tour manager at Astoria’s Crown Peters Travel. The island is full of not-to-miss archeological sites, including temples of
Hephaestus, monasteries; and
capital Myrina’s marvelous castle
of Venetian architecture. Limnos
also boasts a golf course and some
of Greece’s most beautiful secluded beaches. Make sure you try the
local honey and sweet halva but
take it easy on the wine. And as far

as sunsets are concerned, Limnos
could put Santorini to shame. It
offers dreamy views made for honeymoon lovers especially the
sunset across the sea over Mount
Athos, on Greece’s most sacred
peninsula. Crown Peteres recommends the island’s Porto Myrina
Palace, a 5 star hotel set among
the ruins of a temple dedicated to
the goddess Artemis. Call Crown
Peters for custom-made Limnos
packages at (718)932-7800.

KOS
Hercules supposedly stayed
here to rest after performing his
famous 12 labors. Considering all
the effort going into preparing for
a wedding, this might be the island
for you too. Kos, the third largest
island of the Dodecanese group,
boasts a good infrastructure, vibrant night-life and a lot of beautiful and quiet beaches, especially
on its west side. "Kos is asked more
and more frequently by American
honeymooners in the past few
years," says Nicole Tsakanikas tour

manager at Homeric Tours, an
agency that has included Kos in its
custom-made "island topping"package, which offers couples a selection of nine Greek islands. Kos
is also the home of Hippocrates,
the father of medicine, who was
known to have lived and studied
here. The island has many beautiful historical sites from a medieval
village to the must-see ancient
temple Asclepion, named after the
Greek God of medicine. You can
stay at the four-star Kypriotis Village Resort in the area of Psalidi,
that combines Aegean architecture with modern luxury and is located just three kilometers from
the town of Kos. Contact Homeric
Tours, 55 East 59th Street NY, NY
10022 at (800)223-5570 or
(212)753-1100 or info@homerictours.com.

LINDOS
The town of Lindos in Rhodes:
This gorgeous, picturesque town is
an alternative, off-the-beat destination on one of Greece’s largest
and most cosmopolitan islands.
Lindos is 56 Km away from the
capital city of Rhodes. It is made
for "younger couples," said Debbie
Gregory of Crown Peters Travel.
According to Homer, the ancient
town of Lindos sent an impressive
nine ships to the Trojan War. As a
former naval power it traded
goods around the Mediterranean
from its many colonies. Today all
you will have to conquer here, will
be the town’s multi-level Acropo-

lis, from where you can gaze down
at the town’s white-washed houses.
You can then drive back to one of
the area’s crystal clear beaches and
enjoy a view of the Acropolis rock,
while taking a swim and some
fresh fish at the local tavernas. Call
Crown Peters Travel at (718)9327800.

SIFNOS
Mykonos and Santorini are not
the only Cycladic islands with picturesque white village. Sifnos, the
island of Apollo, is living up to the
reputation of the most handsome
Greek god by offering breathtaking views of olive groves and flat
–roofed white houses and churches against the unique Aegean blue.
Sifnos is ideal for couples looking
forward to a quiet honeymoon,
and are not big on nightlife. The
island has resisted commercialization without compromising
tourist quality. Visit the Venetian
citadel in the old capital, the Kastro; the 17-century monastery on a
rocky islet into the sea; and one of
Sifnos’ dozens of churches. Sifnos
is included in a special cruise offered by Homeric Tours that takes
you from Piraeus to the Turkish
port of Kusadasi, Samos, Patmos,
Delos Mykonos and finally Sifnos
on the Star Clippers’ Mega-Yacht.
Package includes round-trip airfare from New York to Athens,
hotel accommodations, watersports and all meals. For information about Homeric Tours’ "Cycladic Treasures" cruises call (800)

Norkem Plus Inc.
28-25 31st Street
Astoria, NY 11102

YOUR ONE STOP MORTGAGE EXPERTS:

WOW!
PURCHASE-REFINANCE
15 YEAR FIXED ..........................5.25%
30 YEAR FIXED ..........................5.75%
1st Mortgage - 2nd Mortgage
Income Check - No Income Check
Good Credit - Damaged Credit

© îï ôö

Low Rates
Fast Approvals
Free Consultation
Call now:
1-718-278-3633
1-800-339-4321
Registered Mortgage Broker - NYS Banking Dept. All Loans arranged through third party lenders
Rates are subject to change without notification.

llow the Radisson Hotel Boston to turn your most special occassion into a wedding
that exceeds all expectations. Our Carver Ballroom is a beautiful setting that
graciously accommodates the most intimate of wedding gatherings to grand wedding parties of
up to 350 guests. You’ll experience exquisite cuisine in New England’s tradition, prepared as
only the Radisson can. And attentive, personalized service from our experienced staff to assure
excellence in every detail.
In addition, our cover ballroom has been newly renovated. Perfect for bridal showers, wedding
rehearsals and christenings.
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donkey up the town’s narrow alleyways to one of the many chapels
at the top of the hills above; take a
swim in one of the island’s many
beautiful beaches; and finish your
day at one of the island’s many upscale nightclubs. "Not many Greek
islands have preserved that sense

Sifnos
223-5570 or (212) 753-1100 or email info@homerictours.com.

ELOUNDA BAY
IN CRETE
If you believe that honeymoon
is synonymous to luxury, then
Elounda Bay is the place for you.
The area is located on the
northeast coast of Crete on the
Mirabello Bay, north of the island’s fourth largest town of
Aghios Nikolaos and just 70 kilometers from its capital Herkalion
and the city’s airport. This historic
area is known today around the
world for its luxurious, exclusive
hotels and resorts. Visit the
beautiful fishing village of Elounda and enjoy its shops and sites, especially its lagoon that contains
the sunken remains of the lost city
of Olos, often visible beneath the
waves. The lagoon also contains
the small islet of Spinaloga, one of
the most important fortresses of
Venetian Crete (boats leave hourly from the harbor) and formerly a
leper colony. If you get tired of being pampered at your hotel, plan

an excursion to the pre-historic
Minoan palaces near Heraklion,
one of the island’s many archeological treasures. Greek Island
Travel of NJ recommends the
Elounda Beach Hotel, a luxurious
resort with a large variety of topclass services and beautiful villas
that combine modern architecture
with the island's ancient Minoan
tradition. "You will never forget a
honeymoon in Elounda," said
Greek Island Travel’s owner
Michalis Vassilakis. The agency
specializes in airfares and
boutique tours. Call Mr. Vassilakis
at 1-800- 8433-010. Greek Island
Travel is located at 1 Green Street,
Jersey City, NJ 07302.

SAMOS
Spending your honeymoon in
Samos, the island of the ancient
mathematician and philosopher
Pythagoras is a no-brainer. This
large, verdant island sits at the
north east of the Aegean, just 2.5
km from the Turkish coast. Samos
is filled with grave-pines and is famous for its sweet wine varieties.
The island can be reached by plane

from Athens or ferryboat from Piraeus as well as many other islands. It has a vibrant night-life
and a cosmopolitan beat during
the summer months without losing
its local color. There is a large variety of sandy and pebbled beaches
to explore including some popular
nudist ones. Don’t forget to visit
the beautiful southern coastal village Pithagorio (or Tigani) located
just 1 km from the airport and
close to the ruins of an ancient
acropolis and Evpalineio aqueduct. Further south you can also
see the Heraio, the most important and largest Greek sanctuary dedicated to the island’s former patron goddess Hera. You
can spend one day in Samos as
part of Homeric Tours’ Cycladic
Treasures 1 cruise, which includes
visits to Pythagorio, Heraion and
the village of Platanakia at the valley of the nightingales for a wine
tasting. Cruise also takes you to
the port of Kusadasi in Turkey,
and Greek islands Patmos, Delos,
Mykonos and Sifnos on the elegant Star Clippers’ Mega-Yacht.
Homeric Tours also offers Samos

in its "Homeric Islander" package
with a big variety of hotel choices
from deluxe to first-class. For information call Homeric Tours at
(800)223-5570 or (212)753-1100 or
e-mail info@homerictours.com.

HYDRA
A favorite of artists, intellectuals and movie-stars, among them
Joan Collins and Leonard Cohen,
Hydra combines an elegant, romantic scenery with a close proximity to Athens (Piraeus is just 30
minutes by hydrofoil). The former
home of wealthy Greek sea-captains, Hydra fought bravely during
the Greek War of Independence
against the Turks. Today, in the
town of Hydra, the captains’ wellpreserved Venetian and Genoese
mansions (some are open to the
public) stand as emblems of that
glorious past. Although a landmark preservation area (the island
is free of vehicles) and a perfect
romantic getaway, Hydra is
buzzing with life in the summer.
You can take your morning coffee
at a waterfront cafe watching the
boats come and go; then ride on a

Monemvassia

of intimacy and history the way
Hydra
has,"
said
Nicole
Tsakanikas of Homeric Tours, an
agency that offers trips to Hydra in
various packages and cruises. Call
Homeric Tours at (800)223-5570
or (212)753-1100 or e-mail info@homerictours.com.
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By the Water!
4 Bergen Pike
Little Ferry, NJ 07643
(Route 46W, 4 miles from
G Washington Bridge)
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Serving
The Finest Food
Over a Century

www.thenationalherald.com

Also featuring
elegant banquet facilities

ANDY GEORGAS
(201) 440-1100 ñ www.Traceys.com

...addressing the issues
of paramount interest
to the Greek American
community of the
United States of America
The National Herald
Since 1997

PLACER BROKERAGE, INC.
Insurance Brokers
We specialize in securing insurance
for contractors such as
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carpenters ñ masons
general contractors
We also specialize in securing
package liability insurance
on all restaurants and caterers

We write all forms of insurance
thru placer brokerage
Mr. GEORGE FISHER owner/president

150 Beekman Street
New York, NY 10038

Tel.: (212) 349-2323
Fax: (212) 349-3584

e-mail: placerbkgeinc@aol.com
We are located near the South Street Seaport in Lower Manhattan
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Flowers for all occasions
Plants, Fruit Baskets
Teddy Bears and Balloons
All major credit cards accepted by phone
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ASTORIA FLORISTS Ltd.
44-64 21st Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
TËÏ.: (718) 932-5599 ñ 1-800-258-0138
(718) 786-3062

Our distinctive professional experience of
floral designs will make your special day
a memorable event that lasts a lifetime.
Packages are based on your budget.

We deliver all over the world

Pegasus Travel
22-08 35th Street, Astoria, NY 11105

Tel: (718) 204-8500
Fax: (718) 545-7486

Takis & Anthi Vassos

Precious Stones
Diamonds
So, you’re about to buy a diamond ring. Before you set out on
your search for the perfect stone,
sit down for a lesson on the famous
“four Cs” that are used to determine quality and price.

CUT for engagement rings are
the brilliant, oval, marquise, emerald, heart and pear shapes. Only a
skilled diamond cutter knows the
direction of the grain, which is the
key to successful cutting and
faceting.
CLARITY refers to the absence of serious flaws or blemishes. Most diamonds have some inclusions (little marks or flaws) that
can be seen under a jeweler’s
loupe; truly clear stones are really
quite rare. To help guide you in
your purchase, all diamonds are
graded (and priced) by clarity, as
follows:
Fl = flawless
IF = internally flawless; can
have surface flaws
VVS1 and VVS2 = very, very
small inclusions
VS1 and VS2 = very small inclusions
SI1 and SI2 = small inclusions
I1, I2 and I3 = imperfect
Slight flaws in high-quality diamonds cannot be detected by the
naked eye. Although serious flaws
can affect the durability of the diamond, a stone in your price range
with very slight flaws can be acceptable. When shopping for a quality
stone, it’s best to avoid the last two
categories,above.
Actual body COLOR is often
difficult for consumers to see. It is
more a matter of shading, and the
degrees are very slight. However,
as with clarity, the color grade will
determine the value of a stone.
The grading system developed by
the Gemological Institute of
America is the universally accepted method for judging a diamond’s color, with letter grades
from D to Z:
D, E, F = colorless
G, H, I, J = near colorless
K, L, M= faint yellow
N to Z = very light or light yellow
While D is the highest (and
most costly), grades up to J may be
acceptable to you—the increase of
yellow tints with each grade is
extremely difficult to notice.
Expect to pay much less for diamonds graded above J.

CARAT refers to the weight
of the stone. A carat is divided into
100 points, so a 10-point diamond
weighs one-tenth of a carat, a 50point diamond weights half of a
carat, and so on. Remember,
however, that all four Cs—not just
carat size—come into play when
determining the value of a diamond.
Now, since diamonds are so
valuable, you’ve got to treat your
ring with respect. Your jeweler
should provide a written guarantee as well as permanent registration for your diamond. Obtain
an appraisal and update it at least
every five years.
It’s also smart to have your diamond ring professionally cleaned
and checked yearly.
Finally, there’s the matter of insurance—a personal choice.
If your ring is valued over a particular amount, usually $500, it’s a
good idea to include it on a homeowner's or renter’s household possession policy, but listed separately
on a personal property schedule. If
you don’t have coverage, see about
adding it temporarily to a parent’s
policy.
Remember to keep your hands
and nails looking their best.You’ll
find that everyone wants to see the
ring-not just you!
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The Pearl Whirl
ñ Honeymoons to Greece
ñ Lowest possible scheduled air rates
to Greece, Cyprus and Europe
ñ Cruises ñ Charters
ñ Power of Attorneys
and all Greek Legal Documents
Advertise in The National Herald
(718) 784-5255 ext 101

Contrary to popular myth,
pearls are not formed by sand that
becomes embedded in an oyster. If
that were true, since oysters live in
the ocean, there would be billions
of pearls.
In actuality, the intruder is
something like a foreign object or
parasite in the case of natural
pearls (an increasing rarity nowadays) or, in the case of the cultured
pearl, a small piece of polished
shell that has been surgically implanted. The oyster then tries to
“contain” it by coating it with a
pearly substance known as the
nacre.
There are literally hundreds of

different types of pearls in the
world, but for simplicity’s sake,
they can be broken down into four
major groups:
The akoya, or Japanese, pearl,
is the classical white, moderately
priced pearl (with a 16-inch strand
averaging 7 to 71/2 millimeters in
size and costing from $1,000 to
$1,500). It comes in a medley of
colors from silvery white to bluegray and accounts for some 75 percent of pearls in the world.
Freshwater pearls, the least
expensive investment, are usually
baroque, or asymmetrical in
shape, and come in a wide variety
of colors, though most are dyed.
Freshwater pearls are grown in
mussels in rivers and lakes and
cost about $150 for a 16-inch twist
of five strands.
The Tahitian black pearl, despite its name, comes in a wide
range of colors from silvery gray to
deepest ebony; and
The South Sea white pearl,
again, contrary to what its name
suggests, is also found in Australia,
Indonesia, and the Philippines and
comes not just in a lustrous satiny
white finish but cream, silvery
white and, rarer yet, gold.
Both the Tahitian black pearl
and the South Sea white pearl cost
not only thousands of dollars but
often hundreds of thousands.
Good pearls can last for generations if they’re cared for properly.
Keep them as free of alcohols and
other acids as possible, and store
them away from your “hard
stones”—ideally, in their own box

or pouch. Have them professionally restrung every few years. This
way your daughter—or granddaughter—can wear them as
proudly at their wedding as you
did at yours!
Though pearls are not rated by
an industry-wide grading system,
there are several ways to judge
their quality and determine if they
pass muster— or luster:
1. Are they well-matched?
Clearly, all pearls can’t be identical, but the closer they are in size,
shape, and color, the greater their
quality.
2. Do you see obvious flaws on
the surface? You can’t avoid some
imperfections, but try to steer
clear of large pits and blemishesespecially near the drill hole-which
will only get bigger over time.
3. Are they slightly pink in color? This is not so much a sign of
quality as of cost, with the most
popular shades, such as rose, silver, white, cream and golden, respectively, generally also the highest in price.
4. Are they semi-round,
baroque or drop shape, or a seemingly perfect orb? The rounder the
pearl, the greater its value, although half-pearls known as
mabes have grown in popularity
because even the larger ones are
relatively inexpensive.
5. Is it bright and shiny with a
color and depth that seem almost
to emanate from within? This is
the most important of all, since the
more lustrous your pearl, the
greater its beauty-and value.
Modern Bride
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Walk down the aisle with a beautiful smile!
It’s your wedding day... Start your new life with white & healthy teeth
A beautiful smile is like fine art...
One never tires of looking at it.
Regardless of where you come from or
what language you speak, your smile is
an important form of communication.
It instantly portrays your personality,
self image, and how you feel about the
people you’re with. A healthy, attractive
smile is an important facet of life... it
impacts your health, self esteem and
relationships, both personal and
professional.

Dr. Theodore Davantzis
200-12 44th Avenue, Bayside NY 11361
Comprehensive dental care for adults and children
including implants, orthodontics, and cosmetic rehabilitation
Serving the Greek-American community for over 20 years

visit us @ www.odontiatros.com

(718)279-9700
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My Special Day

For all your needs

Corporate, airports,
by the hour or day

Businesswomen

35-22 B Junction Blvd Corona, NY 11368

My Special Day
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718-205-7320
In preparation
for your
wonderful occassion,
come visit us at

BROOKS L i m o u s i n e
(516) 822-3887

Ta-dahhhhh ! ! !

We have a
beautiful selection
of gowns
and dresses
at the
very best prices.

Romeo Juliette
Laser Hair Removal Center
✓ Guaranteed results
✓ Affordable prices
✓ Safe-fast for
all skin types
Including tanned

Place your ad
in upcoming
Special Editions
of The National Herald
(718) 784-5255 ext. 101

CHRISTIAN KARAVOLAS

PETROPOLE INSURANCE AGENCY
8601 4th Ave., (corner of 86th Street)
Brooklyn, NY 11209,

(718) 680-3777
Fax: (718) 680-3700

1-800-273-4113
41 years at the community service

MAKE YOUR “BIG DAY” A SUCCESS
with

∫∂¡∆RIKON & NOUFARO
23-35 31st Street, Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 721-9190, (718) 721-6066
Fax.: 718-956-8545

The Greek Company
Orchestra
www.the greekcompany.com

Providing Traditional and Contemporary
Greek Music

Also, sweet sixteen,
showers, favors and gifts

Jim Gregorakis
724-745-5797

NIKOLETA - CHRISTINA
Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
or order from our website

adding the final touches to one of
her customers, Matina Tsoungos,
24, who had just returned from a
trip to Florida, where her Greek
boyfriend popped the question in
a manner which could have put
Cinderella herself to shame.
Three weeks ago, during a dinner at the Cinderella Castle in Disney World’s Magic Kingdom
theme park, and with both the
couple’s families attending, Miss
Tsoungos was presented by the
restaurant’s staff with an arrangement of a glass slipper surrounded
by roses. Surprisingly, a 7-karat diamond ring was popping out of

cleanser, and no matter what age
you are, an eye cream every day.
Makeup can only do so much; you
have to take care of your skin in
order to keep it on an optimal level for your big day," she said.
"Make sure you try different
styles of gowns before making
your choice. That way you’ll know
what looks best on your body,"
Mrs. Malahias said.
"And be open to ideas," Mrs.
Athineos added. "Don’t be fixated
on one thing. Enjoy the experience," noting that practically all of
the brides who come in her store
have a clear idea of what they
want, but that it often takes a professional to make it happen.

Call us for free information
and details about your insurances.
We provide special prices with perfect service!

www.romeojuliettelaserhairremoval.com

We specialize in Greek wedding
and christening items
with an emphasis
on unique handcrafted
European designs

Continued from page 1

INSURANCE AGENCY
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38 East 57th Street
(3rd floor) New York, NY 10022

find opportunity
in Wedding Industry

P E T RO PO L E

FOR MEN AND WOMEN
FREE CONSULTATION - PATCH TEST

212-750-2000

Greek American

or

Nick Riley
724-282-5511

-Deejay Services Available -

Make-up artist Eleni Arapi, owner of Eleni NY Cosmetics adds the final touches to her client Matina Tsoungos, who got engaged last month. Eleni, a professional relies a lot on weddings and engagement parties to broaden her clientele.
one of the flowers.
"I didn’t expect it, " said Miss
Tsoungos, the future Mrs. Tommy
Tsiolis, still giddy from the experience. "I was shaking and crying
and little girls from nearby tables
would come up to me and ask me
if I was a real princess," she added,
biting a grape from the plate next
to her on Mrs. Arapi’s dining
table, the engagement ring
sparkling on her finger.
Mrs. Arapi pampers her
customers not only by keeping
grapes on her table, but also with
her skincare products, which contain grape-seed extract – a strong
anti-oxidant – as well as ginseng
and other natural ingredients.
"The notion that only the big
cosmetics companies make good,
natural products is so false," said
Mrs. Arapi, arguing in favor of entrepreneurs like herself. "Often
what you pay for in a big company
is the packaging, the image, or the
person at the counter. But Vitamin E is still Vitamin E, whatever
the packaging may be."
Among her large variety of
products, Mrs. Arapi is especially
proud of her lip gels. "My lip
plumping lip gels have caught on,
it’s such a hot product right now,"
she said. "My products don’t burn
your lips and don’t tingle." The

"Some will say ‘I want to look
like Cinderella,’ " she explained.
"What that look entails is usually a
dress with a fair share of tulle and
rhinestones. Those looking for
something sophisticated, would go
for a dress with soft and delicate
appliqués in silk, satin or organza."
This coming year, bridal fashion dictates cream or pearl-colored dresses with gold or beige
trimmings.
"A woman the other day was
hugging Irene after she helped her
find her gown. She is a wonderful
sales person," Mrs. Malahias said
about her partner. Ultimately, for
Mrs. Athineos, Mrs. Malahias and
Mrs. Arapi, dealing with brides is
all about understanding the process of preparing for a wedding
and having enjoyed that process
oneself. They all looked back with
nostalgia at their days as brides-tobe.
"I still smile when I think about
my wedding," said Mrs. Athineos.
"I had a big 80’s’ gown," recalled
Mrs. Malahias, "with the typical
‘80’s long train and puffy sleeves. I
hate it now," she laughed, "but I really, really enjoyed my wedding,"
she added.
"Being engaged is one of the
best times in a relationship.
You’re kind of pampered and tak-

www.kentrikon-noufaro.com

ELENI

NEW
YORK

COSMETICS

ELENI
NEW YORK

COSMETICS

Contact

Helen Arapis Makeup Artist

A Full Line of Cosmetics & Skin Care
including
Lipsticks ★ Lip Gloss ★ Lip Plumping Lip Gels
...to make your mouth shimmer and shine
Also men’s skin care

by appointment in studio
718.316.0667 ñ 718.423.8926
See our full line on the web at:
www.eleniny.com / e-mail: eleni@eleninewyork.com

www.thenationalherald.com

We are excited to introduce to the hospitality marketplace the
new and dynamic WS4 color touchscreen workstation with its
slender stylish profile. The WS4 has a built in magnetic card
reader and an adjustable stand.
Combining our reputation and reliability with all of our Point of
Sale products we have become hospitalitys’ choice provider of point
of sale systems. Our employees have many years of experience in
providing expert evaluation to your operation. MICROS systems
will help reduce labor costs, increase profitability, prevent
inaccurate ordering mistakes, prevent omissions on guest checks,
authorize credit card transactions, and increase efficiency.
MICROS has a Point of Sale System with a price point suitable
for every type of hospitality environment. Whether you own a
table service restaurant, quick service property, deli, cafeteria,
nightclub, country club, or hotel, MICROS can address your
unique requirements. Add scales or bar code scanners to your
install and you will be...

“Complete to Compete”.
We offer Gift Card, Frequent Dining Card and perpetual
food and liquor inventory interfaces.
Please give your establishment the MICROS advantage, and
allow us the pleasure of demonstrating the most popular
P.O.S. system in the hospitality industry.

Call TODAY.... (215) 244-1120 (856) 354-0949

Eleni Arapi, sitting right, her client Matina Tsoungos, standing left,
and Mrs. Arapi’s daughters Antonia, back and Kali, middle, with their
friend Katerina, front. "Maybe one day my daughters can say, ‘my
mother started this business from her dining table and her computer,’"
said Mrs. Arapi, who started her own cosmetics line Eleni NY Cosmetics last summer.
makeup artist also makes men’s
skincare products aiming at the socalled "metrosexual male" with a
strong aesthetic sense. "You’d be
surprised at how many Greek guys
like my shaving gels and men’s
moisturizer," Mrs. Arapi said. As
for her tips to future brides, they
are quite simple:
"Drink a lot of water because it
plumps the skin and leaves it fresh;
use a toner, moisturizer and

ing your time to bond with your fiancé," said Mrs. Arapi, a mother of
two daughters, Antonia, 11, and
Kali, 7. "I hope that my daughters
will have in their relationships the
freedom and support I get from
my husband. I want to make this
business a success, for them," she
added. "Maybe one day they can
say, ‘my mother started this business from her dining room table
and her computer.’ "
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The Sacrament of the Holy Matrimony
The Sacrament of the Holy Matrimony (or the Sacrament of
marriage) in the Greek Orthodox Church was originally part of
the Holy Liturgy. It later became an independent sacrament.
The word sacrament comes from the latin word sacramentum,

The priest stands before the Royal
Doors, looking towards the two who
are to be Betrothed; and they stand
outside the Royal Doors, the man to
the right, and the woman on the left.
On the right side of the Holy Altar
are placed the two rings. The priest
takes up the censer and censes the
holy icons, the bridal pair, and the
people.
Then the priest asks the pride is
she wishes to marry the groom, and
the groom if she wishes, to marry the
bride. The Priest then says:
Priest: Blessed is our God always, both now and ever, and to
the ages of ages.
Choir: Amen
Priest: In peace let us pray to
the Lord
Choir: Lord have mercy.
Priest: For the peace from
above; for the salvation of our
souls; let us pray to the Lord.
For the peace of the whole
world; for the stability of the holy
Churches of God; and for the
union of all; let us pray to the Lord.
For this holy House, and for
them that with faith, reverence,
and the fear of God enter therein;
let us pray to the Lord.
For our Most Reverend Archbishop (Name), for the venerable
Priesthood, the Diaconate in
Christ; for all the Clergy; and for

If the Coronation follows the Betrothal immediately, then after the
“Amen” of the Ekphonesis (“For You
are He that blesses and sanctifies...),
the Priest censes in front of the Altar,
and goes out and censes the Ikonostasion. The Processional Psalm is then
sung.
The Processional Psalm
Blessed is everyone that fears the
Lord.
Choir: (sings after every verse)
Glory to you, O our God, Glory to
you.
Priest: That walks in His ways,
Choir: Glory to You,...
Priest: For you shall eat the labor
of your hands.
Priest: Blessed are you, and it
shall be well with you.
Priest: Your wife shall be as a
fruitful vine on the sides of your
house.
Priest: Your Children like young
olive plants around your table.
Priest: Behold! The man shall be
blessed that fears the Lord.
Priest: The Lord shall bless you
out of Zion, and you shall see the
good things of Jerusalem all the days
of your life.
Priest: Yea! You shall see your

the oath of loyalty upon death that Roman soldiers took to their
emperor. In the Greek Orthodox Church, the marriage sacrament is a couple’s oath of loyalty to each other and to Jesus
Christ. During the ceremony, the couple exchange rings, are lat-

er crowned while the priest sings "O Lord, our God, crown them
with glory and honor" and finally drink from a common cup. All
three actions symbolize the strength of the couple’s new bond
and their sharing of a common life with both joy and struggle.

The service of the Betrothal
all the people; let us pray to the
Lord.
For the servant of God (Name)
and the servant of God (Name)
who now pledge themselves to one
another, and for their salvation; let
us pray to the Lord.
That there may be promised unto them children for the continuation of their race, granting unto
them all their prayers unto
salvation; let us pray to the Lord.
The He send down upon them
love perfect and peaceful, and give
them His protection; let us pray to
the Lord.
That He may keep them in oneness of mind, and in steadfastness
of the Faith; let us pray to the
Lord.
That He may bless them in harmony and perfect trust; let us pray
to the Lord.
That He may keep the course
and manner of their life blameless;
let us pray to the Lord.
That the Lord God may grant
unto them an honorable marriage
and a bed undefiled; let us pray to
the Lord.
That we may be delivered from

all tribulation, wrath, danger and
necessity; let us pray to the Lord.
Help us; save us; have mercy on
us and keep us, O God, by Your
Grace.
Calling to remembrance our allholy, immaculate, exceedingly
blessed glorious Lady Theotokos
and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the
Saints, let us commend ourselves
and one another and all our life to
Christ our God.
Choir: To You, O God.
Priest (aloud): For to You are
due all Glory, honor, and worship,
to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit, both now and
ever, and to the ages of ages.
Choir: Amen
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord have mercy.
Priest (aloud): O God eternal,
Who has brought together into
unity the things which before had
been separate, and in so doing impose on them and indissoluble
bond of love, Who did bless Isaac
and Rebecca, declaring them to be
the inheritors of Your promise: do
You Yourself (+) bless these Your
servants (Name) and (Name), di-

recting them into every good work.
For You are a merciful and
loving God, and to You do we send
up all Glory: to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and to the ages
of ages.
Choir: Amen
Priest: Peace be to all. (+) And
to your spirit.
Let us bow our heads before the
Lord. To You, O Lord.
O Lord our God, Who espoused the Church as a pure virgin
called from out of the Centiles,
bless this Betrothal (+) uniting
these Your servants, keeping them
in peace and oneness of mind.
For to You are due all Glory,
honor, and worship; to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, both now and ever, and to
the ages of ages.
Choir: Amen
Then the Priest takes the rings,
blessed them, makes with them the
Sign of the Cross over the man’s
head, and says:
The servant of God (Name) is
betrothed to the servant of God
(Name), in the Name of the Fa-

ther, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. (Thrice) Amen.
At the third time, the Priest puts
the woman’s ring on the man’s right
finger, and the man’s ring on the woman’s right finger. Then the
Groomsman exchanges the rings
thrice.
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord have mercy.
Priest: O Lord our God, Who
accompanied the servant of the patriarch Abraham to Mesopotamia,
when he was sent to espouse a wife
for his lord Isaac, and did reveal to
him a sign by the drawing of water
to betroth Rebecca; do You Yourself bless the betrothal of these
Your servants (Name) and (Name)
and confirm the word that has
been spoken by them; for You, O
Lord, from the beginning have created male and female, and by the
You is a woman joined to a man
for assistance and for the continuation of the human race. Therefore, O Lord God, Who have sent
forth Your truth to Your inheritance and Your promise to Your
servants, our fathers, who were
Your elect, do You give regard un-

The Service of the Crowning
children’s children, and peace be
upon Israel.
Choir: Glory to you,...
Turning towards the East and raising the Holy Gospel, the Priest says:
Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, both now and ever, and to the
ages of ages.
Choir: Amen.
During the Easter season “Christ is
risen” is sung thrice. The Priest says
the Synapte, and the Choir responds
to each petition by singing “Lord have
mercy.”
Priest: In peace let us pray to the
Lord.
For the peace from above; for
the salvation of our souls; let us pray
to the Lord.
For the peace of the whole
world; for the stability of the holy
Churches of God; and for the union
of all; let us pray to the Lord.
For this holy House; and for
them that with faith, reverence, and
the fear of God enter therein; let us
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pray to the Lord.
For our Most Reverend Archbishop (Name), for the venerable
Priesthood, the Diaconate in Christ;
for all the Clergy; and for all the
people; let us pray to the Lord.
For the servants of God (Name)
and (Name), who are now being
joined to one another in the community of Marriage, and for their
salvation; let us pray to the Lord.
That this marriage may be
blessed as was that of Cana of
Galilee; let us pray to the Lord.
That there may be given unto
them soberness of life, and fruit of
the womb as may be most expedient
for them; let us pray to the Lord.
That they may rejoice in the beholding of sons and daughters; let us
pray to the Lord.
That there may be granted unto
them the happiness of abundant fertility, and a course of life blameless
and unashamed; let us pray to the
Lord.
That there may be granted unto

them and unto us all prayers that
tend unto salvation; let us pray to
the Lord.
That both they are we may be delivered from tribulation, wrath, danger, and necessity; let us pray to the
Lord.
Help us; save us; have mercy on
us and keep us, O God by Your
Grace.
Calling to remembrance our allholy, immaculate, exceedingly
blessed glorious Lady Theotokos
and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the
Saints; let us commend ourselves
and one another and all our life to
Christ our God.
Choir: To You, O God.
Priest: For to You are due all
Glory, honor, and worship: to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever ant
to the ages of ages.
Choir: Amen
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord have mercy.
Priest (aloud): O God most

pure, Author of all creation, Who
through Your manbefriending love
transformed a rib of Adam the forefather into a woman, and blessed
them and said “Increase and multiply, and have dominion over the
earth;” and, by the conjoining, declared them both to be one member,
for because of this a man shall forsake his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife, and the
two shall be one flesh—and whom
God has joined together let not man
put asunder; Who did also bless
Your servant Abraham, and opened
the womb of Sara, and made him
the father of many nations; Who bestowed Isaac upon Rebecca, and
blessed her offspring; Who joined
Jacob and Rachel, and from them
made manifest the twelve patriarchs; Who yoked Joseph and Asenath together, and as the fruit of generation did bestow upon them
Ephrem and Manasse; Who accepted Zacharias and Elizabeth,
and declared their offspring the

to this Your servant (Name) and
Your servant (Name), and seal
their betrothal in faith, in oneness
of mind, in truth and in love. For
You, O Lord, have declared that a
pledge is to be given and held inviolate in all things. By a ring Joseph
was given might in Egypt; by a ring
Daniel was exalted in Babylon; by a
ring the truth of Thamar was made
manifest; by a ring our heavenly
Father showed compassion upon
His prodigal son, for He said, “Put
a ring upon his right hand, kill the
fatted calf, and let us eat and rejoice.” Your own right hand, O
Lord, armed Moses in the Red
Sea. Yea, by the word of Your
truth were the Heavens established
and the earth set upon her sure
foundations; and the right hands of
Your servants shall be blessed by
Your mighty word, and by Your
uplifted arm. Wherefore, O
Sovereign Lord, do You Yourself
bless this putting on of rings with
Your heavenly benediction; and
may Your Angel go before them all
the days of their life, for You are
He that blesses and sanctifies all
things, and to You do we send up
Glory: to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both
now and ever, and to the ages of
ages.
Choir: Amen.

Forerunner; Who out of the root of
lesse, according to the flesh, produced the Ever-Virgin Mary, and
from her were Incarnate-born for
the salvation of the human race;
Who through Your unspeakable
Grace and plentiful goodness were
present in Cana of Galilee, and
blessed the marriage there, that You
might show a lawful union, and a
generation therefrom, is according
to Your Will; do You Yourself, O
Most Holy Master, accept the
prayer of us, Your servants; and as
You were present there, be present
also here with Your invisible protection. Bless (+) this marriage and
grant unto these Your servants
(Name) and (Name) a peaceful life,
length of days, chastity, love for one
another in a bond of peace, offspring long-lived, fair fame by
reason of their children, and a crown
of glory that does not fade away. Account them worthy to see their children’s children. Keep their wedlock
safe against every hostile scheme;
give them every of the dew from the
Heavens above, and of the fatness of
the earth. Fill their houses with
Continued on Page 18
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bountiful food, and with every good
thing, that they may have to give to
them that are in need, bestowing also on them that are unto salvation.
For a God of mercy and of compassion, and of manbefriending love
are You, and to You do we send up
Glory, as to Your eternal Father
and Your All-Holy, Good, and Lifecreating Spirit, both now and ever,
and to the ages of ages.
Choir: Amen
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord have mercy.
The priest says aloud this prayer:
Blessed are You, O Lord our
God, Holy Celebrant of mystical
and pure marriage, Maker of the
laws that govern earthly bodies,
Guardian of incorruption, Kindly
protector of the means of life: do
You Yourself now, O Master, Who
in the beginning created man, and
appointed him as the king of creation, and said, “It is not good for
man to be alone upon the earth; let
us make a helpmate for him;” then,
taking one of his ribs, made woman,

who when Adam saw, he said, “This
is now bone of my bones, and flesh
of my flesh, for she was taken out of
her man. For this cause shall a man
forsake his father and his mother,
and cleave unto his wife, and two
shall be one flesh,” and “whom God
has joined together, let no man put
asunder.” And now, O Master, Lord
our God, send down Your heavenly
Grace upon these Your servants,
(Name) and (Name), and grant unto
this woman to be in all things subject
unto the man, and to this Your
servant to be at the head of the woman, that they live according to
Your Will. (+) Bless them, O Lord
our God, as You blessed Abraham
and Sara. (+) Bless them, O Lord
our God, as You blessed Isaac and
Rebecca. (+) Bless them, O Lord
our God, as You blessed Jacob and
all the Prophets. (+) Bless them, O
Lord our God, as You blessed
Joseph and Asenath. (+) Bless
them, O Lord our God, as You
blessed Moses and Zipporah. (+)
Bless the, O Lord our God, as You
blessed Joakim and Anna. (+) Bless
them, O Lord our God, as You

blessed Zacharias and Elizabeth.
Preserve them, O Lord our God, as
You preserved Noah in the Ark.
Preserve them, O Lord our God, as
You preserved Jonah in the jaw of
the seabeast. Preserve them, O Lord
our God, as You preserved the holy
Three Children from the fire, when
You sent down upon them the dew
of the Heavens. And may that joy
come upon them which the blessed
Helen had when she found the Precious Cross. Remember them, O
Lord our God, as You remembered
Enoch, Shem, and Elias. Remember, O Lord our God, the wedding
company that here have come together, to be present at this rejoicing. Remember, O Lord our God,
Your servant (Name) and Your
servant (Name), and bless them.
Give to them fruit of the womb, fair
children, concord of soul and body.
Exalt them as the cedars of
Lebanon, and as well-cultured vine;
bestow on them a rich store of sustenance, so that having a sufficiency of
all things for themselves, they may
abound in every good work that is
good and acceptable before You.
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Let them behold their children’s
children as newly planted olive trees
round about their table; and, being
accepted before You, let them shine
as stars in the Heavens, in You, our
Lord, to Whom are due all Glory,
honor, and worship, as to Your eternal Father, and Your All-Holy,
Good, and Life-creating Spirit, both
now and ever, and to the ages of
ages.
Choir: Amen.
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord have mercy.
Priest: Holy God, Who fashioned man from the dust, and from
his rib fashioned woman, and joined
her to him as a helpmate for him, for
it was seemly unto Your Majesty for
man not to be alone upon the earth,
do You Yourself, O Sovereign
Lord, stretch forth Your hand from
Your holy dwelling place, and Join
[When this is said, the priest joins their
right hands] together this Your
servant (Name) and Your servant
(Name), for by You is a wife joined
to her husband. Join them together
in oneness of mind; crown them
with wedlock into one flesh; grant to
them the fruit of the womb, and the
gain of well-favored children, for
Yours is the dominion, and Yours is
the Kingdom, and the Power, and
the Glory: of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, both
now and ever, and to the ages of
ages.
Choir: Amen.
After the Amen, the Priest, taking
up the Crowns, crowns first the Bridegroom, saying:
Priest: The servant of God
(Name) is crowned for the servant of
God (Name), in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen. (Thrice).
And he crowns the Bride, saying:
Priest: The servant of God
(Name) is crowned for the servant of
God (Name), in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen. (Thrice).
The Priest takes the Crown of the
Groom in his right hand, and the
Crown of the Bride in his left, and
places them on their heads while he
intones:
Priest: O Lord, our God, crown
them with glory and honor.
Let us attend.
Reader (Prokeimenon, in Tone
8): You have set upon their heads
crowns of precious stones.

They asked life of You, and You
gave it to them.
Priest: Wisdom!
Reader: The Reading from the
Epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to
the Ephesians (5:20-33)
Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: Brethren, give thanks always for all things in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father. Be subject to one another out
of reverence for Christ. Wives, be
subject to your husbands, as to the
Lord. For the husband is the head of
the wife as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, and is himself its
Savior. As the church is subject to
Christ, so let wives be also subject in
everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ
loved the church and gave himself
up for her, that he might sanctify
her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, that
he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she
might be holy and without blemish.
Even so husbands should love their
wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his wife loves himself. For no
man ever hates his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, as Christ
does the church, because we are
members of his body. “For this

reason a man shall leave his father
and his mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one.”
This is a great mystery, and I take it
to mean Christ and the church;
however, let each one of you love his
wife as himself, and let the wife see
that she respects her husband.
Priest: Peace be to you who read.
Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Priest: O Lord, You shall keep
us and You shall preserve us from
this generation forth and forever.
Priest: Wisdom! Let us attend!
Let us hear the Holy Gospel.
Peace be to all. (+)
Choir: And to your spirit.
Priest: The Reading from the
Holy Gospel according to St. John.
(John 2:1-11)
Choir: Glory to You, O Lord,
Glory to You.
Priest: At that time there was a
marriage at Cana in Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there; Jesus also was invited to the marriage, with
his disciples. When the wine failed,
the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.” And Jesus
said to her, “O woman, what have
you to do with me? My hour has not
yet come.” His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells
you.” Now six stone jars were standing twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus
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The priest takes the Bridal Pair, while the Groomsman holds the Crowns behind and above them, and leads
them in a circle around the Analogion thrice, while the wedding guests throw rice.
said to them, “Fill the jars with
water.” And they filled them up to
the brim. He said to them. “Now
draw some out, and take it to the
steward of the feast.” So they took it.
When the steward of the feast tasted
the water now become wine, and did
not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn
the water knew), the steward of the
feast called the bridegroom and said
to him, “Every man serves the good
wine first; and when men have
drunk freely, then the poor wine;
but you have kept the good wine until now.” This, the first of his signs,
Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and
manifested his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
Choir: Glory to You, O Lord,
Glory to You.
The Priest gives the Book of the
Gospels to the Bride and the Groom
to be kissed, and then continues with
the following petitions. After each, the
Choir responds thrice with “Lord
have mercy”
Priest: Let us say with all our
soul and all our mind, let us say:
O Lord Almighty, God of our
Fathers, we pray You, listen and
have mercy.
Have mercy on us, O God, ac-

cording to Your great mercy; we
pray You, listen and have mercy.
Again let us pray for the servants
of God, (Name) and (Name), that
they may have mercy, life, health,
peace, safety, salvation, pardon and
remission of their sins.
Priest: For You are a merciful
and loving God, and to You do we
spend up Glory; to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and to the ages
of ages.
Choir: Amen.
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord have mercy.
Priest (facing the married
couple): O Lord our God, Who in
Your saving Providence did
promise in Cana of Galilee to declare marriage honorable by Your
presence, do You Yourself preserve
in peace and oneness of mind these
Your servants (Name) and (Name),
whom You are well pleased should
be joined to one another. Declare
their marriage honorable. Preserve
their bed undefiled. Grant that their
life together be with be without spot
of sin. And assure that they may be
worthy to attain unto a ripe old age,
keeping Your commandments in a
pure heart.

For You are our God, the God
to have mercy and save, and to You
do we spend up all Glory, as to
Your Eternal Father, and Your AllHoly, Good, and Life-creating Spirit, both now and ever, and to the
ages of ages.
Choir: Amen.
Priest: Help us; save us; have
mercy on us, and keep us, O God,
by Your Grace.
Choir: Lord have mercy.
Priest: That the whole day may
be kept perfect, holy, peaceful, and
sinless; let us ask of the Lord.
Choir responds to each petition
saying: O Lord, grant this prayer.
Priest: An Angel of Peace, a
faithful Guide, a Guardian of our
souls and bodies; let us ask of the
Lord.
Pardon and remission of our sins
and offenses; let us ask of the Lord.
All things that are good and
profitable for our souls, and peace
for the whole world; let us ask of the
Lord.
That we may complete the remaining time of our life in peace
and repentance; let us ask of the
Lord.
A Christian ending to our life,
painless, without shame, peaceful;

and a good defense before the
dread Judgment Seat of Christ; let
us ask of the Lord.
Asking for the unity of the Faith
and the Communion of the Holy
Spirit, let us commend ourselves
and one another and all our life to
Christ our God.
And account us worthy, O
Sovereign Lord, with boldness and
without condemnation to dare call
on You, the Heavenly God, as Father, and to say:
Our Father, Who are in Heaven, Hollowed be Your Name;
Your Kingdom come.
Your Will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass
against us
And lead us not into temptation.
But deliver us from evil.
Priest: For Yours is the Kingom
and the Power and the Glory, of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and
to the ages of ages.
Choir: Amen.
Priest: Peace (+) be to all.
Choir: And to your spirit.
Priest: Let us bow our heads before the Lord.
Choir: To You, O Lord.
Then the common cup is offered.
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
The Priest blesses the cup saying
this prayer:
Priest: O God, Who by Your
might create all things, ad confirm
the universe, and adorn the crown of
all things created by You, do You,
with Your spiritual blessing (+),
bless also this common cup given to
them that are joined in the community of marriage.
For blessed is Your Holy Name,
and glorified is the Kingdom of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and
to the ages of ages.
Choir: Amen.
Then the Priest gives them to drink
thrice from the cup, first to the man,
then to the woman, chanting:
Priest: I will drink from the cup
of salvation; I will call upon the
name of the Lord.
Then he takes the Bridal Pair,
while the Groomsman holds the
Crowns behind and above them, and
leads them in a circle around the
Analogion thrice. The people sing:
(Tone 5)
Choir: O Isaiah, dance your joy,
for the Virgin was indeed with child;
and brought to birth a Son, that Emmanuel, Who came as both God and
man; Day-at-the Dawn is the Name
He bears, and by extolling Him, We
hail the Virgin as blessed.
Hear us, you martyred Saints,
who fought the good fight, gaining
crowns: entreat the Lord to shed His
tender mercy on our souls.
Glory to You, O Christ our God,
Your Apostles’ proudest boast and
treasure of Your Martyrs’ joy, Who
to all proclaimed the Consubstantial
Trinity.

Then the Priest removes the
Crowns, taking first that of the Groom
and saying:
Priest: Be magnified, O Bridegroom, as Abraham, and blessed as
Isaac, and increased as was Jacob.
Go your way in peace, performing in
righteousness the commandments
of God.
He takes the Crown of the Bride
and says:
Priest: And you, O Bride, be
magnified as was Sarah, and rejoiced as was Rebecca, and increased as Rachel, being glad in
your husband, keeping the paths of
the Law, for so God is well pleased.
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord have mercy.
Now the Priest says this prayer:
Priest: O God our God, Who

fore the Lord.
Choir: To You, O Lord.
Priest: The Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit; the All-Holy, Consubstantial and Life-creating Trinity; One Godhead and Kingdom,
bless (+) you; grant to you long life,
well-favored children, progress in
life and in Faith; replenish you with
all the good things of the earth, and
count you worthy of the promised
blessings, through the intercessions
of the holy Theotokos, and of all the
Saints.
Choir: Amen.
Priest: Glory to You, O Christ
our God and our hope; glory to
You.
Glory to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now
and ever, and to the ages of ages.

The crowns are attached by a ribbon and they are switched three times
on the heads. These crowns symbolize that the marriage is noble, and
that the couple will begin a new dynasty together. For the rest of the
service, they are viewed as a king and queen, and from this point on,
neither the bride nor groom can speak. Lastly, the couple exchange the
wedding bands three times. The rings are one of the most symbolic aspects of the service because they signify an everlasting relationship.
was present in Cana of Galilee, and
blessed the marriage there, do You
(+) also bless these Your Servants,
who, by Your Providence, are joined
in the community of marriage. Bless
their comings-in and their goingsout. Replenish their life with all
good things. Accept [Here the priest
lifts the crowns from the hands of the
bride and groom and places on the
table] their crowns in Your Kingdom unsoiled and undefiled; and
preserve them without offense to
the ages of ages.
Choir: Amen
Priest: Peace be to all. (+)
Choir: And to your spirit.
Priest: Let us bow our heads be-

Amen. Lord have mercy; Lord have
mercy; Lord have mercy.
He, Who by His presence in
Cana of Galilee declared marriage
to be honorable, Christ our true
God, through the intercessions of
His all-pure Mother, of the holy,
glorious, and all-praiseworthy
Apostles, of the holy, Godcrowned and Equal-to-the-Apostles Constantine and Helen, of the
Holy great Martyr Procopios, and
of all the holy Saints, have mercy
on us and save us, as our good and
loving Lord.
Through the prayers of our holy
Fathers...
Choir: Amen.
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A strong entrance in prêt-a-porter for the House of Faliacos
By Aris Papadopoulos
Christos Petrides is a young
man, whose talent was first noticed
by Costas Faliacos 12 years ago.
Mr. Faliacos’ instinct served him
well. Since 2003, Petrides has taken on the general management of
Faliacos Couturier – world renown
for its bridal gowns and haute
couture- deciding that he must approach the everyday Greek woman with fashions that he designs
himself, and offers through a
deluxe prêt a porter collection.
Mr. Petrides now designs and
supervises everything that comes
out of Faliacos Couturier. Haute
Couture, prêt a porter deluxe and
wedding-chic a porter.
TNH: Do you consider what
you do to be hard work?
Petrides: Very hard, because in
Greece there is no domestic fashion industry that can support us, so
I have to do everything on my own.
I import the materials, I design my
pieces, and I monitor the international exhibitions and shows
personally. At the same time I
have to assure that we keep our
prices lower than foreign haute
couture, and maintain our exceptionally high-quality.
TNH: Tell us about your haute
couture, this "goddess" that grants
France and Italy more foreign
exchange revenue than any other
industry.
Petrides: Haute Couture is a
philosophy. Many women may
have the required funds to purchase Haute Couture, but the
customer needs to be able to understand it. Which piece is representative of her personality and
suits her best. Every creation is
unique and for a designer it is necessary to "live" with his client, in
order to get a sense of her psychology, in order to learn who she really is. And like any art form – lest
we forget that these creations are
subsequently sought after by museums and collectors- its expensive.
‘On the other hand>, he continues, <the philosophy of prêt-aporter is totally different. We help
women choose something that
suits her daily needs, and we also
need to function within the confines of a competitive market. We

“

Christos Petrides

A night at the Riverview Restaurant
allows you to dine like
the Manhattan elite
while enjoying the city skyline

”

French born Chef Richard Farnabe
has received glowing praise from food
critics worldwide while presiding as
Head Chef in the prestigious restaurants
of Jacques Maximin, Daniel Boulud and
Jean George Vongerichten. He’s been the
personal chef for Tommy Hilfiger.
Farnabe brings to Riverview his unique
talent and creativity, his extensive
training, his extraordinary knowledge,
a myriad of spices and world culinary
culture. “chef to the stars”---THE NEW YORK TIMES
Farnabe has also earned rave reviews
in numerous other notable publications.

seek to get our collections out six
months ahead of time, to offer a
wide variety of sizes, and to offer
more casual options for the
daytime and more feminine options for evening wear’.
For his prêt a porter collection,
Mr. Petrides maintains very high
standards, importing all of his
materials, and applies the same
stringent criteria to his bridal
gowns, where each woman can
find her perfect combination. "I always make a point of offering numerous options to all my clients, so
each woman can find exactly what
she is looking for."
TNH: But how does he design
his prêt-a-porter fashions?
Petrides: I always keep different types of women in mind when I
begin designing my casual and
business collections, and make
certain that are comfortable to
wear. I want my customers to be
able to wear my clothes at any time
of the day. My clothes should
make my customers feel good, and
with only minor accessory
changes, they can be worn to a
wide variety of occasions. As far as
my eveningwear is concerned, I
definitely like showing off a woman’s femininity, without being
overtly provocative.
TNH: How satisfied are you
with your success?
Petrides: I think that I am still
in the learning phase. I may be
successful now, but I always feel
like I must still prove my worth.
Thank God, my customers are
very supportive, but I don’t think
that I will ever be completely satisfied with my work. Working next
to a true artisan like Mr. Faliakos
– an opportunity for which I am
extremely grateful- I try to be dignified and set the highest standards for myself. I have learned to
work hard and for many hours
each day, and most of all I have
committed myself full to what I do.
That’s why I now feel that I am
ready to take on foreign markets,
regardless of how big they may be,
and the U.S. market is definitely
one of the biggest challenges for
any designer.
Costas Faliakos Couture
Costas Faliakos, who discontinued his legal studies in Athens in
order to study Haute Couture in
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50 for buffet or cocktails.
The main dining room seats 120, and
can accommodate up to 300 for
a buffet dinner or cocktail party.
In addition, our front lounge
has a capacity for up to 100.
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Paris, where he worked and lived
for 8 years, created "Costas Faliakos Couture". Upon returning to
Greece, where he initially worked
for famous Parisian and Greek
couturiers,
he
subsequently
opened his own boutique.
Christos Petrides is originally
from Thessaloniki, and originally
began working as Costas Faliakos’

intern in September of 1993. _is
designs first appeared on the runways a year later. Costas Faliakos
has since entrusted Christos
Petrides with the management of
the House which bears his name,
and in June of 2004 Petrides presented his first personal collection
entitled "Vive la Grece" at the
Ekali Club.
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